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2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B 14th January 2024 

'Staying' with Jesus transforms disciples 
John 1:35-42 

One of the many ways in which John's 
gospel is distinctive is in its deliberate 
and repetitive use of a select vocabulary. 
One of the key terms John uses is the 
Greek word ‘menein’ which is translated 
variously as 'to remain, abide, stay, 

dwell.' It appears forty times in John; three of those times 
occur in this Sunday's gospel passage as 'staying' and 
'stayed.' John uses ‘menein’ to describe the relationship 
between Jesus and the Father: 'The Father who dwells in 
me is doing his works' (14:10); and to describe the 
relationship between Jesus and Christians: 'Whoever 
remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit' (15:5; also 
6:56). As these and other texts indicate, to 'dwell' or 
'remain' connotes an intimate union between two 
individuals. Further, the verb ‘menein’ indicates that 
someone or something has permanence: 'For he is the 
living God, enduring [menon] forever' (Greek Daniel 6:27; 
see also John 8:35; 12:34; 15:6). Even when John uses this 
verb in a rather mundane way (v. 38: 'where are you 
staying?') it can take on a spiritual dimension. 

This Sunday's passage has three scenes: before staying 
with Jesus (vv. 35-38); staying with Jesus (v. 39); after 

staying with Jesus (vv. 40-42). Before staying with 
Jesus, the characters are twice described namelessly - 
'two of his disciples.' And though John the Baptist had 
identified Jesus as the 'Lamb of God,' these disciples 
call him 'Rabbi/Teacher' - accurate as far as it goes but 
hardly showing any insight into who Jesus really is. But 
after 'staying' with Jesus, one of the disciples is named 
(Andrew); and in Jesus' presence another disciple is 
given a new name (Simon = Peter). It is almost as if 
entering into a deep and mutual relationship with Jesus 
discloses one's identity. Similarly, after staying with 
Jesus, Andrew is now able to identify Jesus as the 
'Messiah.' 

'Staying with' (living with, remaining with, dwelling in) 
Jesus transforms an individual. Christians come to 
understand both who they are and who Jesus is by 
entering into a personal and permanent relationship 
with him. Hearing and responding to God's call utterly 
transforms the ones who are called: Samuel, the 
servant of Eli, becomes the servant of the Lord; the 
followers of John become disciples of Jesus. Whenever 
we hear God's call and respond we can expect nothing 
less than a 'translation' of our own identity. 

 

Accessed via www.liturgia.com.au  

WEEKLY INFORMATION 

Lent Resource: A Resurrected Life  

A Resurrected Life is a new 6-week 
reflection resource from 
Evangelisation Brisbane, that can be 
used during Lent by individuals and 
groups during the 2024 liturgical year. 

Each day’s reflection is inspired by a 
text of Scripture from the day’s 

Gospel reading, followed by 
Contemplating the Word, a thought or two on how to 
put the Word into Practice and concludes with a 
Prayer. The daily reflections will only require a few 
minutes for a person to read, reflect and pray. This 
Lenten practice will lead the reader into a deeper 
reflection on their daily life. As they reflect on the 
extraordinary hope that the Gospel bears – in their 
families, workplaces, and the community – they will 
be empowered to raise others, to hear and see the 
Risen Lord so that they may rise with him.  Purchase 

now at www.lentprogram.com.au. 

Discere 2024: A Vocational Discernment Retreat 
You are invited to attend Discere — a free, one-day retreat to start 
the new year with prayer and discernment about where God is calling 
you in 2024 and beyond.  Discere is an opportunity for young single 
Catholic men and women (18–35 years) to intentionally pause and ask 
the question "where is God calling me?" in a peaceful, supportive, and 
safe environment. There will be time for prayer, reflection, and group 
sharing, as well as opportunities to hear from priests, religious and 
married spouses about their discernment journeys.  The team from 
Vocation Brisbane will also provide information about the different 
Catholic vocations (Ordained, Religious/Consecrated, Single & 
Married Life), plus help shed light on what 'discernment' actually 
means and give practical 
tips about how to discern 
in your everyday life. If you 
have any questions about 
Discere 2024, please reach 
out to our Vocation 
Brisbane team on 3324 

3003 or email vocation@bne.catholic.net.au.  
If you are experiencing any symptoms such as cough, fever, shortness of breath, please stay home and contact your health care provider for advice 

http://www.liturgia.com.au/
http://www.lentprogram.com.au/
mailto:vocation@bne.catholic.net.au


WEEKLY INFORMATION 

 

Dates for your diary 
19th January  SFX Conference of SVDP starts back up 

 

Responsorial Psalm 
 

Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will. 
 

Gospel Acclamation  
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
We have found the Messiah: 
Jesus Christ, who brings us truth and grace. 
Alleluia! 

PASTORAL MATTERS 

Prayer for the Sick 
Kim Shadwell, Jackie Ledger, Amy and Reagan 
Whiteman, Sarah Kathleen Jones, Phil O’Dwyer, Peter 
Eddy, Almira Ann James, Finley McHardy, Nyaweir Ring, 
Kylie Herbert, Tony Ryan, Elisapeti Pati, Amanda 

Harding, Margo Jane Higgins, Cameron Auld, Trent Andrews, Bill 
McAuslan, Peter Tolhurst. 

Reading – 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, 21st Jan. 2024  

1st Reading Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

2nd Reading 1 Cor 7:29-31 

Gospel Mk 1:14-20 

Baptism at St Francis Xavier, Goodna 
Bookings for January are now closed.  The 
next Baptisms will be 18th February 2024. 
Please contact the Parish Office for more 
information.   

Reborn in Eternal Life 15th – 21st January  

Hannah O'Hagan, Carrie McCarthy, Billie McCarthy, Efigenio 
Alindogan, Baby John Eustace, Wendy Boughton, Ruth 
O'Donohue, Ruth Lorraine O'Donohue, Monica Pili Pelu, John 
Llynan, Manu Imeleta Lautasr Faalogifo Laulu. 

Recently Deceased Louis Galea. 
Loop System The Church is fitted with a loop system. If you wear a hearing aid, set the control to the ‘T’ to obtain a better sound. 

WEEK 2 ROSTERS – THIS WEEK – 14th JANUARY 2024 

Flowers Meripa Laulu Cleaning Teofilo Laulu Yard n/a 

1st 
Reading 

 

5pm Huong Nguyen 2nd 
Reading 

 

5pm Julie Aiavao Ciborium 

 

5pm Peter Aiavao 

7am Cameron Auld 7am Paul Hodgkinson 7am Michael Miles 

9am So’oalo Family 9am Teofilo Laulu 9am Sosefo Masalu 

WEEK 3 ROSTERS - NEXT WEEK – 21st JANUARY 2024 

Flowers Divine Mercy Cleaning Divine Mercy Yard Divine Mercy 

1st 
Reading 

 

5pm Darsha Ross 2nd 
Reading 

 

5pm Suzanne Fitzgerald Ciborium 

 

5pm Christine Freeman 

7am Robert Bryant 7am Theresa Greig 7am Cameron Auld 

9am Alefosio Family 9am Vaoiva Family 9am Donna So’oalo 

Ministers should arrive at least 10 minutes before the start of Mass, or their role will be reassigned on the day. 

WEEKLY INFORMATION 

Welcome Fr. January Mkude, CSSp 
We welcome our new Parish Priest, Fr. Mkude, CSSp, who will celebrate his first Mass with us 

on the 1st January 2024, at 9am.  Fr. Mkude was ordained on the 12 May 2011, and served as 

Parish Priest at South Hedland in Western Australia from 2014 to 2021, and Associate Priest at 

Holy Spirit Catholic Community, Bray Park from 2021 to 2023.  During his time at South 

Hedland, he also looked after Port Headland parish, and St. Cecilia’s School, during a period of 

illness of the Port Hedland parish priest.  Fr. Mkude originally hails from Tanzania, a country 

known for Africa’s highest mountain, and for having the largest population of any country 

located entirely south of the equator.  Fr. Mkude is now joined by another member of the 

Spiritans, Fr Paul.  The Spiritans are an order of Priests, Brothers and Lay Associates who are 

dedicated to evangelisation, and the alleviation of poverty. 

  
 
  
 
  

PARISH CONTACTS  
6 Church Street, PO Box 450, Goodna  Qld 4300 

Website:  www.stfrancisxaviergoodna.org.au 
Parish Clergy: Fr Vudinh Tuong PP 

Parish Secretary:  Katherine Qualischefski (Tues -  Fri)  
Safeguarding Rep: Suzanne Fitzgerald 

lsr.goodna@bne.catholic.net.au  
Office Hours: Tues -  Fri 9am to 3pm  

07 3818 0111 or  goodna@bne.catholic.net.au 

We are committed to Safeguarding children and vulnerable adults.  The Archdiocese has zero tolerance for all forms of abuse and is committed to safeguarding everyone involved in its activities, 
ministries, and services. The safety and wellbeing of children and adults-at-risk is paramount.  Please see our website for our Safeguarding and Whistleblower policies.  StopLine is a confidential, 

independent provider of whistleblowing services available to all parishioners on 1300 304 550 or AOB@stopline.com.au. 
 

http://www.stfrancisxaviergoodna.org.au/
mailto:lsr.goodna@bne.catholic.net.au
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